St. Cloud State University

The Repository at St. Cloud State
Chronicle

Student Publications

7-15-2004

The Chronicle [July 15, 2004]
St. Cloud State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/chron

Recommended Citation
St. Cloud State University, "The Chronicle [July 15, 2004]" (2004). Chronicle. 643.
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/chron/643

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at The Repository at St. Cloud
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in Chronicle by an authorized administrator of The Repository at St. Cloud
State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu.

THURSDAY
July 15, 2004

universitychronicle.com
NEWSPAPER OF ST. CLOUD STATE UNIVERSITY SINCE 1924

VOLUME 82

INSIDE
‘Flowers’ rock
Monday Night Live

Teens practice business
Lesley Christianson
NEWS EDITOR

Monday Night Live showcases
a wide range of local acts every
week.

PAGE 3

Moore broadcasts
horror in ‘9/11’

John Behling offers his take on
Moore and his latest movie.

PAGE 5

Index
News......................2-3, 5-6
Commentary...................4
Classifieds.........................7

NUMBER 05

Business professionals in marketing, advertising and sales,
entrepreneurs, shareholders, philanthropists and bankers alike gathered at SCSU this week to share
with high school students across
Minnesota the sacred secrets of
business.
The weeklong event is known
as BestPrep’s Minnesota Business
Venture by the 173 ninth through
twelfth grade students who have
participated in the first session of
the summer.
“Everything they do here is
hands-on and interactive,” program director Andrea Hanson said.
“It’s real life practice and they’re
doing it with teams of people.”
The high school students have
been bunking in Lawrence Hall
along with 20 to 25 adult volunteers who have been guiding them
through the various activities and
projects throughout the week. The
adult volunteers, or Resident
Business Leaders (RBL’s) as the
students call them, come from various Minnesota businesses including American Express.
Every morning they wake up at
7:30 a.m. to begin the day with
breakfast. From there, the students
spend the better part of the morning and into the afternoon listening
to speakers, participating in handson activities and practicing the
business techniques they have
learned.
Tuesday afternoon the students
participated in mock interviews
with several local business professionals who volunteered their time
to give the students hints and
instructions on how to conduct a
successful interview.
Every evening, Hanson said
they try to involve the students in
some kind of fun games or events
in order to break up their day.
Wednesday night’s festivities
included a barbeque, impromptu
rap session and talent show.
The cost of attending the camp

is $600 per student. Hanson said
$500 is contributed by local businesses from the town where the
student goes to high school. She
said the most that students payout-of pocket is $100, and less if
they can’t afford it.
Camp staff member Beth
Jennings said the week focuses on
three important components that
students need to know about the
business world. Those aspects
include creating a company from
concept to finish, teaching financial literacy and in-depth career
awareness.
“In a nut shell, the students
learn all the fundamentals of a
thorough understanding of business practices,” Jennings said.
Alex Ames, a 17-year-old Pine
City junior, participated in this
year’s BestPrep week and said he
plans to attend SCSU after he finishes high school.
“When I first came to the camp
I was really nervous, but it’s gotten
a lot easier because they keep our
schedule very busy,” Ames said.
Ames said the students are
forced to interact with small
groups of their peers, which he
says simulates the business world,
and is also a great way to meet new
people.
“I want to be a corporate
lawyer, and I’ve met a few corporate lawyers over the week, which
has spurred a new interest in me,”
Ames said. “The best thing about
this week is to be able to interact
with business professionals; the
people I would some day like to
emulate.”
Ames said he plans to double
major when he comes to SCSU, in
information media and either
accounting or finance.
“Participating in this week has
enabled me to become familiar
with the campus and the college
atmosphere,” he said.
Ames said he realizes he is
more driven and ambitious than
most teenagers.
“I’m the type of person who
needs to know where I’m going,”

ADAM HAMMER/MANAGING EDITOR

Charles Philips entertains a group of campers participating in
BestPrep’s Minnesota Business Venture with a freestyle rap during
a barbecue outside Atwood Memorial Center Wednesday evening.
Ames said. “Even in elementary
school I knew what I’ve wanted to
be when I grow up. It’s changed
about 50 times, but I’ve still needed that stability to know where I’m
going.”

BestPrep’s Minnesota Business
Venture has held two sessions
every summer for the last 23 years.
This is its second summer at
SCSU.
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Campus & State
Stillwater couple claims $21 million

Jackie Lagoon and her husband Jim of Stillwater missed a 9 p.m.
deadline for a July 3 Powerball drawing, but made up for it by being
last Wedneday’s winner of $21 million.
The couple did not discover they had the winning numbers until
Thursday, but were able to step forward and accept their prize on
Monday. They said they waited to claim the prize because they wanted to talk first with a lawyer and financial planner.
Jackie, a mother of three children and a customer service representative, has decided that she will keep her job and said she is not sure
what they will spend the money on. Jim is a real estate agent.
The winning Powerball numbers for July 7 were 18-25-30-34-41 and
Powerball number 10.
If they had declined the lump sum, the Lagoons could have opted to
be paid $476,000 a year after taxes for 30 years.

Gun law declared unconstitutional

Minnesota’s conceal and carry gun law was declared unconstitutional Tuesday by a Ramsey County District judge in a lawsuit brought by
several churches.
Judge John Finley ruled the 2002 Legislature violated the state constitution by bundling the conceal and carry gun language with a “totally unrelated bill relating to the Department of Natural Resources.”
He said the constitution prohibits laws from embracing more than
one subject.
Minneapolis attorney David Lillehaug, who represented Adath
Jeshurun Congregation in challenging the law, said Finley ruled that
passage of the law was “contrary to Minnesota’s tradition of open government.”

Useless Information
“Weird” Al Yankovic received a Bachelor’s degree in architecture
in 1981. He also served as valedictorian of his high school at age
16.
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Nation & World
Antifreeze smoothie was not meant to kill
A woman who allegedly killed her brother-in-law by spiking his
smoothie with antifreeze admits putting the chemicals in the drink, but
only intended to make him sick enough so she could take control of
his money, her lawyer said Monday.
Maryann Neabor, an emergency medical technician, planned to plead
not guilty at a hearing on Monday to a murder charge in the poisoning
of Jonathan Neabor, her attorney Craig Mitnick told The Associated
Press. He said a more appropriate charge would be reckless
manslaughter.
Neabor, 53, is accused of poisoning her husband’s brother
Wednesday at their home in Shamong Township. She allegedly concocted a drink that included pineapple juice, maraschino cherries and
antifreeze, state police said.
Jonathan Neabor, 58, died at a hospital Friday. Michael Neabor was
not charged.

Many injured at Pampalona bull run

It only took about three minutes, but over a dozen people were
injured today running with the bulls in Pamplona, Spain.
Eight runners were gored, including a man from New York. Officials
say six others were hurt.
One man was lifted into the air on the horns of a giant black bull and
then repeatedly raked on the ground. The bull was finally distracted
and calmly walked into the ring.
This is the worst day so far this year for injuries. Most occurred at
the end of the sixth run, when the entrance to the bull ring was clogged
with people. Some were trampled by both man and beast.
The bull runs, made popular in Ernest Hemingway’s 1926 novel
“The Sun Also Rises,” continue through Wednesday.

Clarification
In the story “Grant spotlights on drinking” published June17, 2004 a
quote from Robyn Myszka could have led to confusion. The quote,
“The grant will be used to find, prosecute and prevent underage drinking,” was accurate, but the reporter did not interview her personally.
University Chronicle regrets any confusion this may have caused.
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Calendar of

Events

TODAY
■ Public Library Site
Discussion Hosted by the St.
Cloud Public Library Board of
Trustees, this public meeting
will present a more detailed
study of proposed library sites
and possibly a site recommendation. 7 p.m. at the St. Cloud
City Hall council chambers.

FRIDAY
■ Noon Tunes on Germain
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. outside of
Herberger’s on St. Germain St.
Enjoy the music of DB Curtis
and Atom. Sponsored by the St.
Cloud Downtown Council.
Free.
■ Bad Boyz Car Show Friday
Night City Cruise The Friday
night cruise is starting from the
Shopko East parking lot. Line
up at 7:30 and from cruise 8-10
p.m. on Division Street. The
cruise is open to all, no registration necessary. Afterwards,
there will be a welcome party
downtown hosted by the Red
Carpet.
■ River Bats Baseball Friday
Night Fireworks presented by
ING Direct. Post-game
Fireworks Extravaganza.
7:05pm

University Chronicle

Student maps weather
Ryan Atkins
STAFF WRITER

After waking up to the annoying
alarm clock, you get out of bed rubbing your eyes attempting to be alert.
After showering, brushing your teeth
and having that bowl of Lucky
Charms to start the day off right, following a quick shot of orange juice
you hurry outside, not wanting to be
late, but before you’re able to jump
into your car and speed off to work
you notice that the rain gauge is measuring at one inch.
Knowing there was no rain before
you tucked yourself into bed, and no
rain after you awoke, you come to the
conclusion that the rain happened
while you were sleeping. At this point
you begin to think, “Why didn’t anyone tell the public about the thunderstorm before we went to bed?”
SCSU Senior Matthew Dux is
doing exactly that as an aspiring meteorologist working with the National
Weather Service Forecast Office in
Sioux Falls, S.D. (WFO FSD). Dux is
analyzing data and creating detailed
maps as part of a collaborative
research project between the WFO
FSD and SCSU professors in the
Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences.
As Dux is only one semester away
from graduation, it has come by no

surprise to himself that he is working
with science and is becoming very
involved in weather.
“I was unique. I knew what I
wanted to do as a kid,” Dux said.
“Through elementary school and
junior high I followed weather and I
always knew I would do something
regarding math or science.”
Dux was notified about the opening with WFO FSD by SCSU
Professor Robert Weisman from the
Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences. Dux, who has had three
classes with Weisman, raved about
the treatment Weisman gives his students.
“Dr Weisman will sit down with
you (students) if you don’t understand
something,” Dux said.
With his readiness and eagerness
Dux will be performing many different studies to assist a team of
researchers in identifying weather patterns that produce severe nighttime
weather and exploring how the patterns are impacted by local topography.
Weisman, along with former
SCSU students and WFO FSD staff,
has done previous studies in an
attempt to indicate that severe weather in SD often occurs during nighttime
and early morning hours.
“It’s difficult to accurately predict
the location and severity of overnight

thunderstorms,” Weisman said.
“Given this difficulty, severe weather
watches–if issued at all–proved little
time for individuals in the affected
area to get safety.”
Dux will assist in presenting of the
findings he and his team members
from WFO FSD will be discovering
this summer at various conferences.
Dux is thrilled with the opportunity he has been given to work with professional meteorologists while he is
still in school.
“Being able to work with highly
regarded researchers allows me to use
much of the training I’ve received at
St. Cloud State, while proving that
I’m worthy of being a member of the
meteorological world,” Dux said.
Funding for the research Dux will
be doing has been provided by
University
Corporation
for
Atmospheric Research through a
grant from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
Weisman is very excited about the
possible improved forecasting techniques that will transpire due to the
research, enabling meteorologists
throughout the Midwest to anticipate
and warn for severe weather that will
occur between 11 p. m. and noon.

‘Flowers’ rock Monday set

SATURDAY
■ Bad Boyz Car Show
Builders Showcase Premium
Muscle cars, customs, and street
rods from the Upper Midwest
and Canada (1972 & older)
compete for cash prizes.
Judging based on quality and
curb appeal. Showcase includes
specialty vendors. Park and
show line-up at 8 a.m. with
awards for Mayor’s Choice,
Chief of Police Choice and Best
Ford, Chevrolet, GM, and
Mopar. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

SUNDAY
■ River Bats Baseball It’s
Ladies Night and third annual
diamond dig. 200 lucky ladies
will have an opportunity to dig
for diamonds hidden in the
infield dirt!

VISUALS EDITOR/MATTHEW KASTER

The Minneapolis quartet “The Hundred Flowers:” played KVSC’s Monday Night Live radio show with
one hour of furious rock and roll music.Monday Night Live has been showcasing bands of all music genres since 1991.

Page 3

Victim
institute
opens
Marcus O’Neal
STAFF WRITER

Among the first to be held in
Minnesota, SCSU is offering a
unique program that focuses on the
discipline of Victim Studies.
The educational seminar will run
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., July 26-30.
The course lasts five days and will
cover over 30 topics including types
of crime victimization, overview of
justice systems and emergency
issues, and the physiological and
psychological impact of crime.
The Institute on Victim
Studies/Foundation in Victim
Services is heading up these informative lectures.
Two distinguished key note
speakers, Dr. Thomas Underwood,
Executive Director of the Joint
Center on Violence and Victim
Studies and Dr. Steve Walker, Chair
of the Criminology Department at
SCU Fresno, will address the aspects
of crime victimization and the growing topic of “Victimology.”
The program is intended to help
professionals deal with victims and
the subsequent after-math of victimization.
“It’s a good overview for what
people need to know when they
work with victims of trauma and
crime.” said Lee LaDue, coordinator
of Sexual Assault Services at the
SCSU Women’s Center.
LaDue said when a crime occurs,
a team of professionals will be called
upon to help the victim and it is
essential they have the tools and
knowledge to deal with all aspects of
care.
“I think this would help us ask
some of those tough questions, to
find out what that victim is feeling,
so we can help them.” Angela
Jordahl, a CentraCare Nurse said.
The program will also examine
how various crimes impact people
differently.
“It covers the whole area of
understanding cultural differences
and different abilities, age issues,
and financial compensation,” LaDue
said.
A panel of experts from the community will also be in attendance,
including a representative from the
County Attorney’s Office and members of the local clergy. Students
who are Criminal Justice Majors and
Social Work Majors will receive
three undergraduate credits for
attending. For registration information, contact Gail Ruhland,
Continuing Studies at 320-308-3081
or visit their Web site at
condor.stcloudstate.edu/~ccs/
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Firearm ruling
misses the point

When Ramsey County District Judge John Finley
declared the “Conceal and Carry” gun law unconstitutional, he may have brought an entire new dynamic to
the debate. The law is now much larger than differing
ideological beliefs about the second amendment. It’s
now a question of technicality.
Unknown by many, the “Conceal and Carry” law that
separated the state on the issue of gun rights was passed
as an attachment, or “rider” to an unrelated Department
of Natural Resources bill. Although this is a common
way of passing unpopular bills in many political systems, “riders” are illegal in Minnesota State government. David Lillenhaug, the attorney who brought the
case to court said that the law’s passage was “contrary
to Minnesota’s tradition of open government.”
But considering all the publicity that surrounded
“Conceal and Carry,” it seems ridiculous to suggest that
the law wasn’t out in the open. Nevertheless, the law
may come to an early end because of the ruling.
Whether pointing out this technicality was actually
meant to protect open government or was decided on
political bias is questionable.
On the other hand, over 3,000 people have already
acquired carrying permits. Also, would repealing the
law be fair to those that have already acquired their
license? Probably not.
Regardless, it must be pointed out that this is
Minnesota and hunting and firearms will always be a
part of our culture and tradition. It is not likely that gun
enthusiasts will turn their heads.
If critics of laws that protect gun owners are so concerned with safety, it seems logical that education
should be more of a focal point rather than protesting
state legislature. If more people were required to take
firearm safety education courses (even those who don’t
shoot) there might be fewer gun related accidents.
With all the talk of whether or not the law was passed
legally, the initial question still remains unanswered,
and the people of the state remain divided on the real
issue: Should citizens be allowed to carry handguns in
public? At this rate, a long and grueling battle between
gun enthusiasts and critics is sure to ensue.
The opinions expressed on the Commentary page are not necessarily those
of the college, university system or student body.

Invitation to a good ol’ showdown
So if anybody cares, there’s a good
chance I have the solution to end the
foreign affair nightmare that is United
States foreign policy. Before I bless
you with that though, let me tell you a
quick story about what spawned this
brilliant piece of diplomacy.
First, if you haven’t noticed,
hostages, car bombs, beheadings,
ambushes and the ever growing number of Americans killed in combat
seem to have become commonplace
and almost daily news stories of late.
All you really need is 24 hour cable
television for the daily reminders of
what price being a foreign occupying
force brings to a country. One recent
video release by hostage-holding alQaeda insurgents contained, to me, one
of the more memorable sound bites to
date.
Four masked terrorists stood behind
a blind folded hostage, angrily stating
that this particular beheading (of
American Paul M. Johnson) was, in
part, revenge for the American military’s perceived unfair advantages in
fighting their wars in the Middle East.
“Let him taste something of what
Muslims have long tasted from Apache
helicopter fire and American missiles,”
the Arabic translation on MSNBC read.
My personal understanding of that
statement has evolved to realize that
the al-Qaeda motive for Johnson’s execution was actually a pretty good one.
Being unable to compete with Western
fleets of Apaches and tanks on the open
battlefield, al-Qaeda has been forced to
adopt a primarily guerilla style of warfare. America’s military is finding itself

JAY
CORN
STAFF
ESSAY
fighting an elusive enemy who would
rather blend into the population and
strike from the fringes than do battle
with American steel head on.
It’s not that our enemy isn’t a
defined one, but rather they won’t
“come out and fight” because they
know they don’t stand a chance. It isn’t
that our enemies don’t want to fight, or
even that they can’t. Remember, many
of America’s current enemies are the
same people who stood beside Osama
and the Taliban fighting the Russians
toe-to-toe for a better part of the ‘80s.
Soon after forcing a hasty Russian
retreat, Muslim fundamentalists shifted
their destructive gaze toward America
and her allies. Okay, so we’ve identified the warfare being used against us
and the enemy’s reasoning behind
waging it.
My solution is to give our enemies
exactly what they are apparently asking
for. I propose the U.S. silence the naval
guns, ground the helicopters and air
force, and cool the howitzers. If I
understand al-Qaeda right, we don’t
need any of them to win this war. If it
were up to me, my challenge to
America’s enemies would be to show
themselves and take us on in some

good old-fashioned battlefield warfare.
If lying down our heavy weapons to
confront these people head-on is what
it takes, and is what they want, then so
be it. War was fought for thousands of
years without the benefit of Tomahawk
missiles or F-16s; surely we can pull
this one out with good old American
fists and fury. If I had a say, I’d extend
an offer to the enemies of America,
saying that anyone who wanted to fight
is hereby summoned to meet America
at an agreed upon location, anywhere
they wish, for a face to face,
Gettysburg style fight.
In addition, any American who
desired to participate in this fight
would have the opportunity to do so.
This would be the culminating and collective revenge for 9/11, an all-handson-deck opportunity if you will for
Americans to make our forefathers
proud. But what are the realistic odds
an invitation like this would be accepted? For all of the supposed enemies of
America, how many terrorists and fundamentalists would show up to see
what a massive American war face
looks like close up? In a final showdown to end this war for good, how
many members of al-Qaeda and their
like would put their lives on the line
against a force of everyday Joes?
Maybe it is just my generous helping of
American pride bubbling up, but in a
face to face fight to the death, I would
put my money on 5 million of
America’s best warriors squashing 5
million of al-Qaeda’s best, no matter
the date, location, weather or weapons
used.
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Keep your T’wolves programs
The Los Angeles Lakers gave up
on the big four Wednesday, trading
Shaquille O’Neal to the Miami Heat.
Most people are surprised that the
Lakers would move the league’s most
immovable object under the basket. I
am not. After all, no team ever keeps
their core. Well, except for the 20042005 Minnesota Timberwolves.
The Timberwolves are doing
something rarer then hitting for the
cycle, pitching a perfect game, throwing five touchdown pass and watching
a woman dunk a basketball. They are
bringing their team back.
Think about all your favorite
teams. Whether it is high school, college, pro ranks or even little league,
players come and go. It is the nature of
sports.
The Minnesota Vikings brought in
Antoine Winfield, Marcus Robinson,
Keith Newman and others. The local
football team let go of such players as
D’Wayne Bates, Denard Walker and
Henri Crockett.
The Twins let go of All-Stars Eric

DEREK
SULLIVAN
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Milton and Kenny Rodgers and
brought in Jose Silva and Joe Nathan.
Heck, even the Wild brought in a
free agent, former Boston Bruins center Brian Ralston. The Timberwolves
could bring in second-round pick PG
Blake Stepp, but he is not likely to see
the court. Minnesota resigned back-up
PG Troy Hudson, who, along with
All-Star PG Sam Cassell, will run the
team just fine.
College recruiting is a million dollar industry, fans pay over $100 a year
to find out what players are joining
their team.
Web sites like www.realgm.com

have a trade idea message board. Fans
come up with hundreds of trade ideas
every day. Fans love movement.
If you check out the site, do not
expect to see many Minnesota trades
ideas. You might find a handful of
Wally to Seattle or Cleveland or
Philadelphia or wherever. But you
would have to search. Timberwolves
fans can sleep through this offseason.
The Timberwolves did draft Stepp,
and did hold a summer league. A few
hundred fans showed up at Target
Center, and saw last year number one
pick Ndudi Ebi throw up air balls and
last year’s second round pick Rick
Rickert stand around looking lost. The
team managed a putrid 1-4 record.
Take what you can get T’wolf fans.
In a couple days, Hudson will resign.
Next week, defensive specialist
Trenton Hassell and three-point specialist Fred Hoiberg will resign.
With the three almost certain additions, Minnesota will return its starters
and primary back-ups. Minnesota for
the second year in a row will start

MVP Kevin Garnett, Cassell, center
Ervin Johnson, Hassell and Latrell
Sprewell (who will get a contract
extention). The bench for Head
Coach Flip Saunders (entering his
ninth full season) will again include
SG/SF Wally Szczerbiak, newlysigned Hudson, Hoiberg, former number-one overall pick Michael
Olowakandi and PF Mark Madsen.
Heck I would not be surprised if Gary
Trent returns. Every year, the former
Shaq-of-the- MAC says he is leaving,
and every year, the undersized power
forward and good friend of Garnett
returns.
I do not mean to be so negative. I
am just bored with my favorite professional basketball team.
In fact, sometimes it is good to
stand pat. When is a good time? Well
when you are the best team (recordwise) in the Western Conference.
When the team that beat you in the
playoffs, Lakers, are imploding. Gone
from the squad that beat the Twolves
in six game are Head Coach Phil

Jackson, O’Neal, PG Derek Fisher
and power forward Karl Malone. Let
us not forget, All-NBA two-guard
Kobe Bryant could spent next season
in jail or a Clippers uniform.
Fans must also remember that
Szczerbiak, and Hudson were injured
most of the season and Casell and
Hudson were injured in the Western
Conference Finals. So while the roster
may be the same as last year, the players on the floor could be different.
Yesterday, saw players such as
Steve Nash, Lamar Odom, Caron
Butler, Al Harrington, and Carlos
Boozer sign with new teams. Twentynine first round draft picks will soon
occupy NBA rosters. If you are a NBA
junkie, July 14 is like Christmas.
Not for me, I root for the
Timberwolves. The team that could be
headed for a championship and an
organization that does not need to
print out programs.

Moore or less, the best horror of 2004
Big breasts, chainsaws and blood:
that’s a horror movie right? Terrorist
attacks in our backyard, piles of dead
civilians somewhere overseas, midnight raids and midnight legislature:
that’s a documentary, right?
Wrong. Right. Both. “Fahrenheit
9/11” is a Michael Moore documentary, an epic spider web spreading
from the 2000 election to pretty much
everything that’s happened in the last
four years. But who’s to say it’s not
also a horror movie?
The best horror flicks are our worst
nightmares played out in the safety of
a dark theatre. The monster: whatever
is bothering us, the chase, our lives.
The real monster of the “Texas
Chainsaw Massacre” is the economy
and the beast of technology, the rise of
mechanization that puts povertystricken country folk out of the business of killing cows and into that of
killing kids. The zombies of Romero’s
“Dawn of the Dead” are shop-till-youdrop materialists, rotting in their
beloved shopping mall. Moore’s documentary reminds us that all we need
to realize our nightmare from this century is to rewind four years, and then
sit through it, cut by cut, slash by slash
all over again. The monster of
“Fahrenheit 9/11” is from Texas, he’s
a scary sort, a little slow but downright
brutal in pursuit of what he wants.
He’s the real “Texas Chainsaw
Massacre” and in 2004 this film is our
American nightmare.
“Were the last four years really a
dream?” Moore asks over a dreamy
music and a pixilated shot of Gore
supporters celebrating on election
night, 2000. Watching this surreal
moment, I felt as if I was just remem-

all.
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bering the house of mirrors I wandered into four years ago, having
become used to the fun house by now.
Moore whispers in our ear about
the fraudulent 2000 election, Fox
News claiming Florida for Bush
allegedly due to a Bush family tie at
the network, one of many numerous
claims of cronies in positions of power
moving to support the Bush regime.
From here it only gets more unbelievable and more true. We’re living in a
fun house, remember?
Saudi investors traced to Dubya’s
failed oil companies in Texas. Why
the world’s largest supplier of oil
would invest in a failed Texan driller
is one of the film’s many salient
points; the president’s first year in
office was spent golfing, fishing and
hunting. Then it’s a blank screen over
the screaming victims of the Twin
Towers terrorist attacks. No one needs
any help filling in the blanks. Tears
welled up in my eyes at this point and
stayed for the rest of the movie.
But Moore is just getting going at
this point. Afghanistan, the media,
Iraq, a stop in Flint, Michigan and
before long it seems like the only logical explanation is that everything
that’s happened since 2000 is a nightmare, that none of this is happening at

Moore’s film recreates the psychological shock and awe, inflicted on
Americans over the last four years like
a time-lapse VCR. In his own, bold,
completely literal way Moore has
decided to communicate the horror of
2004 with a visual tirade, a left-leaning, fire-breathing crusade against the
President of the United States. And
yes, as the right-wingers of the media
have conceded, he can do it, and
should be able to do it. Let’s remember that in this country the First
Amendment is as powerful as any
bomb, film, debate or news broadcast.
But unlike any bomb, this film
can’t reach into the homes and minds
of every audience. As always,
Moore’s film is suspected as preaching to the choir. Why would any conservative in his right mind see
“Fahrenheit 9/11?” Well we all saw
“The Passion of the Christ,” atheists,
Mormons, Jews, Christians and
agnostics alike piled into that bloody
mess, even though we all knew it was
the manifesto of a member of a marginal Christian sect. Curiosity killed
the cat, and for the most part those cats
that review film are being kind to
Moore. And “Fahrenheit” has already
grossed over $61 million, more than
any other documentary ever.
But Moore will always have his
critics, as long as he acts like Michael
Moore, that is.
The typical manner in which most
critics approach Moore’s film is by
placing the swarthy Michiganite and
his Punk’d style antics under the
microscope. And I went this route
with “Bowling for Columbine,” where
there were more antics and less emo-

tional weight. Moore refuses to be
held to standard of journalistic objectivity, telling it his way. But what is
objective? And whose way are we getting when we click on the news at
night. As Moore illustrates with
footage of the early war coverage in
Iraq, the American media treated the
war like it was a picnic or a parade. At
one point a star-struck news anchor
proclaims, “I just have to say this,
Navy Seals Rock.” The war footage
Moore chooses to show is not so
pleasant: a writhing American Soldier
on a gurney, an Iraqi man grabbing the
corpse of an infant from a pickup full
of bodies and shaking it in front of the
camera in enraged protest. These
moments are the hardest to watch in
“Fahrenheit‚” and at the same time the
most important. It’s when we see the
mirrors for the mirrors and the fun
house for the fun house.
Sure there are Michael Moore
moments in “Fahrenheit.” There are
cartoonish mockups of the President
and his men set to banjo music, frequent edits to the commander-in-chief
looking confused, scored with
Moore’s bitter-funny narration. But
somehow it isn’t annoying. I found
myself not even hearing his sarcastic
babble as I struggled not to cry, reeling
from images of tremendous human
suffering: a man preparing to lift a
stone off of the remains of a his neighbor’s body, a mother and farther trying
to keep their composure after they’ve
lost their son to a war they no longer
believe in. With the power of these
images, Moore might as well be juggling fruit on a street corner in Tikreet,
bullets whizzing over his shoulders.
As larger than life as Moore is, no one

is watching him in this movie.
But this isn’t stopping critics from
writing about him. That is Michael
Moore, not “Fahrenheit 9/11.” The
Pioneer Press ran an enormous illustration of Moore holding hands with
Dubya with a hefty story about the
trend of documentarians being the
subject of their own films. An interesting topic, if you forget that whether or
not Moore is in “Fahrenheit‚” is about
as interesting in scale to the rest of the
picture as Moore himself is in to the
Washington monument.
Buried
beneath it is a vaguely critical review,
mostly harmless, almost neutral as if
the paper’s indifference to the subject
wasn’t obvious enough.
So, pardon me for being openly
political in my review of the film, for
describing the dead baby, my tears, the
real threat of mind games in the media
and war games overseas.
Perhaps this is why the “Texas
Chainsaw Massacre” is one of my alltime favorites. It made you feel something, anger, despair, fear. It was a
man wearing flesh as a mask running
after you with a chainsaw. Try to
ignore that.
But I’m sure some of us will.
Fahrenheit 9/11 has Moore’s trademark smugness, his secret handshakes
and knowing winks that threaten to
banish his work to a cinema of the radical left discussion in 2020. But if people can get past that and just see the
movie and feel it, and feel what is happening to this country, then maybe we
won’t have a sequel. We can hold out
hope for that, can’t we?
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HOUSING

2 BDRM APT. FOR RENT
Near SCSU Free Laundry and
Parking. $550/mo. Contact John at
320-309-4973
NICE 4BDRM APTS NEAR SCSU
Updated interior free parking 320980-7545.
ROOMMATE WANTED
1 BR open 2BR XL NEW APT 320761-3404.
ROOMMATES 1,2,3 BDRM
APTS IN HOUSES. CLEAN. N.S.
N.P. 253-5340
PREMIER LOCAL STILL AVAIL
Two, Three and Four bedroom apartments with secured keyless entry,
reserve parking and move-in specials! Available for rent within walking
distance of campus. Night and weekend showings available.
Call MNX Property Management for
all details. 320-259-8143
SPACIOUS 1 BR JUNE 1
Free Parking! 2 blks from campus,
behind Coborn’s. Choose from 6,9
or 12 month lease. Laundry on site.
Heat and garbage. Great for single
student or 2 to share. Call 320-2822272 or 320-224-5467 if interested.

CLASSIFIEDS
FEMALE SUBLET IN 4 BDRM APT
Heat paid, A/C, D/W, parking, close.
Excel Property Mgmt. 251-6005
1, 2, 3, 4 BEDROOM APTS. AVAIL.
Close to campus, heat included,
reserve parking/garages available.10
month leases. 320-259-8143
ONE ROOM EFFICIENCIES AVAIL
Utilities included. Clean and quiet
259-9434
3 EASY GOING GUYS LOOKING
for a 4th roommate. 259-9434
2 GIRLS
looking for a 3rd roommate. Nonsmoking. 259-9434.
FOUR BEDROOM
two bathroom apartments. 1/2 blk
from campus. Roommate matching
available. 259-9434
$$$220$$$
Large single bedroom within 4 bedroom apts. Available Now! Located
near Hockey Center. $220 and up!
761-1571 www.nomgmt.com
TIRED OF ROOMMATES?
We have very affordable 1BR Apts!
Starting at $460 per month. Don’t
worry about your heat, water,
garbage or basic cable bills, we got
‘em covered! Call 251-7600 ext. 556

HUGE BRIGHT PRIVATE ROOM
Nice family looking to share furnished room in family home w/
responsible female. Jean @ 320251-0123 or jwr1021@hotmail.com

MICHIGAN PLACE APTS
Spacious 1,2,3&4 bdrm apts available for September! Heat, water,
garbage and basic cable inculded.
Located close to SCSU on the bus
route.
Call
761-1571
www.nomgmt.com/mp

APARTMENTS ON 5TH, 6TH AVE.
3 and 4 bedrooms, heat paid, A/C,
D/W, Laundry, parking. Nice, close.
Excel Property Mgmt. 251-6005

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT!
1,2,3&4 BR units avail. with air conditioning! Close to Campus and on
the bus route! Stay cool this summer
call Angie at 255-9262

1 & 2 BEDROOM APTS.
Near Northside, Heat paid, A/C,
Parking, Clean, Quiet. Excel Prop.
Mgmt. 251-6005

$$$ 1-STOP SHOPPING $$$
1,2,3&4 bdrm apts available close to
SCSU! Heat, Water, Garbage and
basic
cable
included!
www.nomgmt.com/se 654-8300

CARETAKER/SECURITY PERSON
Live-in studio or 4 bedroom apt.
Reduced rent plus hourly wage. Start
8/1/04 Excel Prop. Mgmt. 251-6005
4 BEDROOM APTS.
Great locations, heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking, Nice. Excel Prop. 251-6005
ROOMATES SHARE 4 BDRM APT
Males & Females, Clean, Close.
Excel Prop. Mgmt. 251-6005
DUPLEX 4 RENT. RESIDENTIAL
Neighborhood. 2 BDRM Plus Office.
Clean. Finished Basement. Privacy
Fenced Backyard. $750/mo.
Until/references/deposit. 654-6844

PAYING 1ST&LST MONTH RENT?
No need when you Lease from
Northern Management! Low Security
Deposits. Heat, Water & Garbage
paid. Off-street parking avail.
Located
on
Busline.
www.nomgmt.com/se 654-8300
LARGE 2 BDRM APTS!!!
Prairie Home Apts. A/C, Heat, water
garbage included. Starting at $580.
Call now and reserve yours with a
balcony! 251-7600 ext. 556

2 BDRM DESIRABLE SOUTHSIDE
Local. 493-0096/253-7979/250-1185

3 BDRM TWNHOME BY HALENbeck. Free Parking Call 255-7002
2 BDRM APT BY HALENBECK
Free Parking. Call 255-7002
OLYMPIC II APARTMENTS
4 BR Units + Fill In Spots
Rents starting at $240 per month
H/W/S/G Paid. Call Pillar Property
(320)259-4259
UNIVERSITY SQUARE I
FREE COLOR TV with a 12
MONTH Lease! Rent: $220/month
H/W/S/G Paid. Call Pillar Property
(320)259-4259
UNIVERSITY SQUARE II APTS
New Appliances & New Carpeting!
H/W/S/G & Basic Cable Paid.
Call Pillar Property (320)259-4259
NEED FEMALE SUBLEASER
to live with 7 friendly girls. Large
house, fireplace, wood floors, nice
room. Call Jim: 320-968-7137
FIVE BDRM HOUSE NEAR LAKE
George; SCSU parking avail; open
now $1500 includes util. 259-6044
1 OR 2 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE
Sept. 1st thru May 27th Female.
Call Janet 320-260-5441
ROOM IN HOUSE AVAIL SEPT 1st
pool table, hot tub, swimming pool,
all utilities included, 2 miles from
campus. $330/mo. call 493-2608
2 BDRM SIDE BY SIDE DUPLEX
w/ garage. $725 plus utilites. No
Pets. 249-1187, 285-5253
1 PLUS BDRM HOUSE FOR SALE
or rent. $500 plus utilties. No Pets
249-1187, 285-5253
2 BDRMS IN 5 BDRM HOUSE
2 blocks from SCSU. Available
immediatly. Call Jim 612-508-3723
9-7 pm.
NEED 3 ROOMMATES TO SHARE
4 BR/2 BA house util. pd. N/S or
Pets. Free Parking $300 on Bus line
call 612-616-8526
LARGE 1 BDRM APT
Overlooking Miller Library. Quiet.
259-9434
HALENBECK APTS. 1/2 BLOCK
from campus. Spacious, two bath.
259-9434
3&4 BDRM APTS. WITH NEW
Dishwashers. Heat, 70+ cable channels. Paid rates starting at $250 per
person please call 259-9673

THURSDAY July 15 , 2004

3&4 BDRM APTS. WITH NEW
Dishwashers, newly carpted. Heat
70+ cable channels paid. Call 2599673
LARGE SINGLE ROOM
Private Bathroom, A/C, utilities
included, kitchen facilities. For the
older Student. 706 6th Ave S. 2529226. After 4:30pm
2 TO 10 BEDROOM HOMES
For Rent. Close to Campus. Call
Select Properties 320-253-1154
SOUTHSIDE PARK 4 BDRM
2 Bathroom Apartments and rooms
for Rent. Call Select Properties 2531154.
MAYNE ESTATES 4 BDRM APTS
and Rooms. Low Rent Rates. Call
Select Properties 253-1154
WEST CAMPUS 4 BDRM APTS
and Rooms. Low Monthly Rents.
Call Select Properties 253-1154
CAMPUS EAST 4 BDRM 2 BATH
Apartments and Rooms for Rent.
Call Select Properties 253-1154
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